61, Asthitjeerth^ The story of Kurma

The dead brought back to life

There was a brahmin named Kurma born in the Got
hra of Vasishtha. He   was on his   way  to river Ganga
to immerse his deceased   father's ashes in ts  waters,
His wife, Mahalakshmi, and son Raghava accompanied him,
Leaving  them  in the outskirts  of the  capital, Kurma
met Tondaman and said to him: ^1 have heard from many
that you are a good king. I have come to see. you". Tondaipan -
asked Kurma what he wanted. ^My father died. I am going to
Varanasi to immerse his ashes in the holy waters of the Ganga
My wife is in her family way. My son ag,ed five is not able to
accompany me. I shall leave them to your care- Kindly take
CBJC of them till I return. A woman should stay in the follo-
wing places according to scriptures :

1) Husband^s house 2) her birth place
3) her fathers house. 4) father-in-law^s house
5) Maternal unders house, 6) King^s palace,"
Kurma said.

Tondaman agreed. Kurma left his wife and son with the king

and procee<;le4 to, Varanasi.

The king allotted a^ separate building to Mahalakshmi and
Raghava. He granted them provisions sufficient for six months.
The building was suitably locked and kept under strict guard so
that none could disturb the inmates. Afterwards Tondaman was
deeply cnganc(Hp staAe affairs. H^ forfeit abop-t Kurrw^ w.if^